Prone to Wander

The old hymn “Come, Thou
Fount” was written by Robert
Robinson when he was just
twenty-three yearsold. The third
verse contains a phrase, “Prone to
wander, Lord | feel it, Proneto
leave the God | love.”

Unfortunately, this phrase was
prophetic for Robinson: in his
later life, he lapsed into sin.

While riding a stagecoach,
Robinson heard a woman
humming his hymn. She later
engaged him in conversation and
asked what he thought of the
hymn. Overcome with emotion,
he said, “Madam, | am the poor
unhappy man who wrote that
hymn many years ago, and |
would give athousand worlds, if |
had them, to enjoy the feelings |
had then.” Since we are al “prone
to wander” we need to hold each
other up from the clutches of sin
and the unhappiness of
backdliding.

“Brethren, if aman be overtaken
in afault, ye which are spiritual,
restore such an onein the spirit
of meekness; consdering thysdf,
lest thou also betempted. Bear ye
one another’sburdens, and so
fulfil thelaw of Christ.”
Galatians 6:1-2

Treasure the Pure

An Arabian princess was once
presented by her teacher with an
ivory casket, not to be opened
until ayear had passed. Thetime,
impatiently waited for, came at
last, and with trembling haste she
unlocked the treasure; and
behold--on the satin linings lay a
shroud of rust; the form of
something beautiful, but the
beauty gone. A slip of parchment
contained these words: “Dear
pupil, learn alesson in your life.
This trinket, when enclosed,
had upon it only a spot of rust;
by neglect it has become the
usel ess thing you now
behold, only ablot onits
pure surroundings. So a
little stain on your character
will, by inattention and
neglect, mar a bright and
useful life, and in time leave
only the dark shadow of what
might have been. Place herein a
jewel of gold, and after many
yearsyou will find it still as
sparkling as ever. So with
yourself; treasure up only the
pure, the good, and you will be an
ornament to society, and a source
of true pleasure to yourself and
your friends.”

The Best Tombstone

A good character is the best
tombstone. Those who loved you,
and were helped by you, will
remember you when forget-me-
nots are withered. Carve your
name on hearts, and not on
marble. - Charles Spurgeon

You Don’t Care '

A lost person once met a
Christian, and said, “I
. know you do not
believeyour
religion.” “Why?’
asked the
Christian.
“Because,” said
the other, “for
yearsyou
have passed
me on my
way to my
house of
business. You believe, do you nat,
thereisahell, into which men’s
spiritsare cast?’ “Yes, | do,” said
the Christian. “And you believe
that unless| believein Christ |
must be sent there?” “Yes.” “You
do not, | am sure, becauseif you
did, you must be a most inhuman
wretch to pass me, day by day,
and never tell me about it or warn
me of it.” -- C. H. Spurgeon
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A Helping Hand

“Bear ye one another's burdens,
and so fulfill the law of Christ”
(Gal. 6:2). Concerning this
passage, an eloquent preacher of
the past wrote: “Many persons are
caught with the most superficia
contradiction. In the second verse
it says, ‘ Bear ye one another’s
burdens'; and in the fifth it says,

‘Every man shall bear his own
burden.” Asif both of them could
not be true! Asif aman carrying a
burden for which heis especially
responsible might not have it
lightened somewhat by one who
walked by his side and helped
him! Asif alittle child carrying a
heavily laden basket--which it
was his task and businessto carry,
and which he had to take care of --

might not be helped by another
child walking by his side and
taking hold of the handle. Might
it not be said to one of them,
‘Thisisyour burden, and you
must seeto it’; and to the other,
“Help him with his burden.” To
bear one another’s burdens does
not mean to take them from one
another's shoulders, but to help
each other to carry them.”




